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This study focuses on the politics of memory in the village of Dachuan in northwest China, in which 85
percent of the villagers are surnamed Kong and believe themselves to be descendants of Confucius. It
recounts both how this proud community was subjected to intense suffering during the Maoist era,
culminating in its forcible resettlement in December 1960 to make way for the construction of a major
hydroelectric dam, and how the village eventually sought recovery through the commemoration of that
suffering and the revival of a redefined religion.

Before 1949, the Kongs had dominated their area because of their political influence, wealth, and, above all,
their identification with Confucius, whose precepts underlay so much of the Chinese ethical and political
tradition. After the Communists came to power in 1949, these people, as a literal embodiment of the
Confucian heritage, became prime targets for Maoist political campaigns attacking the traditional order, from
land reform to the “Criticize Confucius” movement. Many villagers were arrested, three were beheaded, and
others died in labor camps. When the villagers were forced to hastily abandon their homes and the village
temple, they had time to disinter only the bones of their closest family members; the tombs of earlier
generations were destroyed by construction workers for the dam.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

This The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village are usually reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Temple of
Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village can be among the great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Temple of
Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Edward Cooley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a
Chinese Village giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Doug Martin:

This The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village is completely new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Claudia Butler:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes



examining, not only science book but also novel and The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality
in a Chinese Village or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes The Temple of Memories: History, Power, and Morality in a Chinese Village to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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