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The garden was the cultural foundation of the early Mediterranean peoples; they acknowledged their reliance
on and kinship with the land, and they understood nature through the lens of their diversely cultivated
landscape. Their image of the garden underwrote the biblical book of Genesis and the region’s three
religions. For millennia, there was no sharp divide between humankind and the land that was home. To be
sure, the elements could be harsh, their origins mysterious, but there was a widespread consensus that
presumed a largely harmonious working relationship with Nature. Traditional agriculture in the ancient
Mediterranean mimicked the key traits of naturally occurring ecosystems. It was diverse, complex, self-
regulating, and resilient.
 
This relationship effectively came to an end in the late eighteenth century, when “nature” was steadily
equated with the untamed landscape devoid of human intervention. In the early part of the century, the
human world, the agricultural realm, and the province of uncultivated nature were one continuous field with
no internal boundaries. By century’s end, however, key writers had created a sharp divide within this
continuum and separated the agricultural world from the world of nature. This abrupt and dramatic change of
sensibility upended ecological understanding and had enormous consequences—consequences with which
we are still struggling.
 
In Back to the Garden, James H. S. McGregor argues that the environmental crisis the world faces today is a
result of Western society’s abandonment of the “First Nature” principle—of the harmonious interrelationship
of human communities and the natural world. This essential work offers a new understanding of
environmental accountability while proposing that recovering the original vision of ourselves, not as
antagonists of nature but as cultivators of a biological world to which we innately belong, is possible through
proven techniques of the past. Much has been lost, the landscape has been degraded, and traditional
knowledge has died away. But there is still much that can be recovered, studied, and reimagined.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Back to the Garden: Nature and the
Mediterranean World from Prehistory to the Present. All type of book would you see on many sources. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Adrian Rogers:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Back to the Garden: Nature and the
Mediterranean World from Prehistory to the Present to read.

Joan Munoz:

Often the book Back to the Garden: Nature and the Mediterranean World from Prehistory to the Present has
a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Pat Thomas:

You can find this Back to the Garden: Nature and the Mediterranean World from Prehistory to the Present by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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