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Over the past half-century, historians have greatly enriched our understanding of America's past, broadening
their fields of inquiry from such traditional topics as politics and war to include the agency of class, race,
ethnicity, and gender and to focus on the lives of ordinary men and women. We now know that homes and
workplaces form a part of our history as important as battlefields and the corridors of power. Only recently,
however, have historians begun to examine the fundamentals of lived experience and how people perceive
the world through the five senses.

In this ambitious work, Peter Charles Hoffer presents a "sensory history" of early North America, offering a
bold new understanding of the role that sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch played in shaping the lives of
Europeans, Indians, and Africans in the New World. Reconstructing the most ephemeral aspects of
America's colonial past?the choking stench of black powder, the cacophony of unfamiliar languages, the
taste of fresh water and new foods, the first sight of strange peoples and foreign landscapes, the rough texture
of homespun, the clumsy weight of a hoe?Hoffer explores the impact of sensuous experiences on human
thought and action. He traces the effect sensation and perception had on the cause and course of events
conventionally attributed to deeper cultural and material circumstances.

Hoffer revisits select key events, encounters, and writings from America's colonial past to uncover the
sensory elements in each and decipher the ways in which sensual data were mediated by prevailing and often
conflicting cultural norms. Among the episodes he reexamines are the first meetings of Europeans and
Native Americans; belief in and encounters with the supernatural; the experience of slavery and slave
revolts; the physical and emotional fervor of the Great Awakening; and the feelings that prompted the
Revolution. Imaginatively conceived, deeply informed, and elegantly written, Sensory Worlds of Early
America convincingly establishes sensory experience as a legitimate object of historical inquiry and vividly
brings America's colonial era to life.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Elam:

The book Sensory Worlds in Early America can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Sensory Worlds in Early America? A few of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Sensory Worlds in Early America has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Howard Joyce:

Here thing why this Sensory Worlds in Early America are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. Sensory Worlds in Early America giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no book that similar with Sensory Worlds in Early America. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Sensory Worlds in Early America in e-book can be your alternate.

Sean Lee:

This Sensory Worlds in Early America is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Sensory
Worlds in Early America in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Terry Myers:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sensory Worlds in Early America can be the answer,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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