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A richly told story of the collision between nature’s smallest organism and history’s mightiest empire

The Emperor Justinian reunified Rome’s fractured empire by defeating the Goths and Vandals who had
separated Italy, Spain, and North Africa from imperial rule. In his capital at Constantinople he built the
world’s most beautiful building, married its most powerful empress, and wrote its most enduring legal code,
seemingly restoring Rome’s fortunes for the next five hundred years. Then, in the summer of 542, he
encountered a flea. The ensuing outbreak of bubonic plague killed five thousand people a day in
Constantinople and nearly killed Justinian himself.

In Justinian’s Flea, William Rosen tells the story of history’s first pandemic—a plague seven centuries
before the Black Death that killed tens of millions, devastated the empires of Persia and Rome, left a path of
victims from Ireland to Iraq, and opened the way for the armies of Islam. Weaving together evolutionary
microbiology, economics, military strategy, ecology, and ancient and modern medicine, Rosen offers a
sweeping narrative of one of the great hinge moments in history, one that will appeal to readers of John
Kelly’s The Great Mortality, John Barry’s The Great Influenza, and Jared Diamond’s Collapse.
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Justinian's Flea: Plague, Empire, and the Birth of Europe.
Try to stumble through book Justinian's Flea: Plague, Empire, and the Birth of Europe as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Diane Numbers:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Justinian's Flea: Plague,
Empire, and the Birth of Europe. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Milton Hill:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Justinian's Flea: Plague,
Empire, and the Birth of Europe that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Justinian's Flea: Plague, Empire, and the Birth of Europe
become your personal starter.

Kevin Williams:

You may get this Justinian's Flea: Plague, Empire, and the Birth of Europe by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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