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The way we create and organize knowledge is the theme of From the Tree to the Labyrinth, a major
achievement by one of the world's foremost thinkers on language and interpretation. Umberto Eco begins by
arguing that our familiar system of classification by genus and species derives from the Neo-Platonist idea of
a "tree of knowledge." He then moves to the idea of the dictionary, which--like a tree whose trunk anchors a
great hierarchy of branching categories--orders knowledge into a matrix of definitions. In Eco's view,
though, the dictionary is too rigid: it turns knowledge into a closed system. A more flexible organizational
scheme is the encyclopedia, which--instead of resembling a tree with finite branches--offers a labyrinth of
never-ending pathways. Presenting knowledge as a network of interlinked relationships, the encyclopedia
sacrifices humankind's dream of possessing absolute knowledge, but in compensation we gain the freedom to
pursue an infinity of new connections and meanings.

Moving effortlessly from analyses of Aristotle and James Joyce to the philosophical difficulties of telling
dogs from cats, Eco demonstrates time and again his inimitable ability to bridge ancient, medieval, and
modern modes of thought. From the Tree to the Labyrinth is a brilliant illustration of Eco's longstanding
argument that problems of interpretation can be solved only in historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

The book From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you
can make reading a book From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation
for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a book From the
Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Oliver Crites:

The reserve with title From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation
posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Shanon Stephens:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Mary Parker:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and
Interpretation. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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