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In the fourth century, the deserts of Egypt became the nerve center of a radical new movement, what we now
call monasticism. Groups of Christians-from illiterate peasants to learned intellectuals-moved out to the
wastelands beyond the Nile Valley and, in the famous words of Saint Athanasius, made the desert a city. In
so doing, they captured the imagination of the ancient world. They forged techniques of prayer and
asceticism, of discipleship and spiritual direction, that have remained central to Christianity ever since.
Seeking to map the soul's long journey to God and plot out the subtle vagaries of the human heart, they
created and inspired texts that became classics of Western spirituality. These Desert Christians were also
brilliant storytellers, some of Christianity's finest. This book introduces the literature of early monasticism. It
examines all the best-known works, including Athanasius' Life of Antony, the Lives of Pachomius, and the
so-called Sayings of the Desert Fathers. Later chapters focus on two pioneers of monastic theology: Evagrius
Ponticus, the first great theoretician of Christian mysticism; and John Cassian, who brought Egyptian
monasticism to the Latin West. Along the way, readers are introduced to path-breaking discoveries-to new
texts and recent archeological finds-that have revolutionized contemporary scholarship on monastic origins.
Included are fascinating snippets from papyri and from little-known Coptic, Syriac, and Ethiopic texts.
Interspersed in each chapter are illustrations, maps, and diagrams that help readers sort through the key texts
and the richly-textured world of early monasticism. Geared to a wide audience and written in clear, jargon-
free prose, Desert Christians offers the most comprehensive and accessible introduction to early
monasticism.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

The book Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Desert
Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Desert Christians: An Introduction to the
Literature of Early Monasticism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Brenda Robert:

This Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Desert Christians: An Introduction to the
Literature of Early Monasticism without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of
Early Monasticism can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Desert Christians: An Introduction to
the Literature of Early Monasticism having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Sandra Earnhardt:

Often the book Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Kyle Smallwood:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Desert Christians: An Introduction to
the Literature of Early Monasticism can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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