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In 1836, the murder of a young prostitute made headlines in New York City and around the country,
inaugurating a sex-and-death sensationalism in news reporting that haunts us today. Patricia Cline Cohen
goes behind these first lurid accounts to reconstruct the story of the mysterious victim, Helen Jewett.

From her beginnings as a servant girl in Maine, Helen Jewett refashioned herself, using four successive
aliases, into a highly paid courtesan. She invented life stories for herself that helped her build a sympathetic
clientele among New York City's elite, and she further captivated her customers through her seductive
letters, which mixed elements of traditional feminine demureness with sexual boldness.

But she was to meet her match--and her nemesis--in a youth called Richard Robinson. He was one of an
unprecedented number of young men who flooded into America's burgeoning cities in the 1830s to satisfy
the new business society's seemingly infinite need for clerks. The son of an established Connecticut family,
he was intense, arrogant, and given to posturing. He became Helen Jewett's lover in a tempestuous affair and
ten months later was arrested for her murder. He stood trial in a five-day courtroom drama that ended with
his acquittal amid the cheers of hundreds of fellow clerks and other spectators.

With no conviction for murder, nor closure of any sort, the case continued to tantalize the public, even
though Richard Robinson disappeared from view. Through the Erie Canal, down the Ohio and the
Mississippi, and by way of New Orleans, he reached the wilds of Texas and a new life under a new name.
Through her meticulous and ingenious research, Patricia Cline Cohen traces his life there and the many
twists and turns of the lingering mystery of the murder. Her stunning portrayals of Helen Jewett, Robinson,
and their raffish, colorful nineteenth-century world make vivid a frenetic city life and sexual morality whose
complexities, contradictions, and concerns resonate with those of our own time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Turner:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Murder of Helen Jewett. All type of book
can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Cora Blanchette:

This book untitled The Murder of Helen Jewett to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Richard Lamm:

The book The Murder of Helen Jewett will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Murder of Helen Jewett is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Bryant Booher:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Murder of Helen Jewett to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication The Murder of Helen Jewett can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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