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What do biologists mean when they say that to live is to react? Why was the term abreaction invented and
later abandoned by the first generation of psychoanalysts? What is meant by reactionary politics? These are
but a few of the questions the internationally renowned scholar Jean Starobinski answers in his conceptual
history of the word pair, action and reaction.Not simply a history of ideas, Action and Reaction is also a
semantic and philological history, a literary history, a history of medicine, and a history of the biological
sciences. By concentrating on the moment when scientific language and ordinary language diverge,
Starobinski uncovers a genealogy of the human and natural sciences through their usage of action and
reaction as metaphors. Newton's law -- to every action there is an equal and opposite reaction -- becomes a
point of departure for an exploration of the lexical and metaphorical traces left in its wake. Starobinski
analyzes the scientific, literary, and political effects of the use of the terms action and reaction to describe
and explain the material universe, the living body, historical events, and psychological behavior. In what he
calls a "polyphonic score" -- a kind of mosaic -- he uses his subject to offer new insights into the work of
philosophers (Aristotle, Leibniz, Kant, Nietzsche, Jaspers), scientists (Newton, Bichat, Bernard, Bernheim,
Freud), and writers (Diderot, Constant, Balzac, Poe, Valry). Ultimately, the book explores the power and
danger of metaphorical language and questions the convergence and collapse of scientific and moral
explanations of the universe.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

The book Action and Reaction: The Life and Adventures of a Couple can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Action and
Reaction: The Life and Adventures of a Couple? Some of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Action and Reaction: The Life and Adventures of a Couple has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary McKay:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Action and Reaction: The Life and
Adventures of a Couple book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Antoine Anderson:

This Action and Reaction: The Life and Adventures of a Couple usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Action and Reaction: The Life and Adventures of
a Couple can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Action and Reaction: The Life and Adventures of a Couple forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Nancy Byrom:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Action and Reaction: The Life and
Adventures of a Couple to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open a book and examine it. Beside that the book Action and Reaction: The Life and Adventures of a Couple
can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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