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The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution forbids the creation of an official state church, and we hear
the phrase "separation of church and state" so frequently that it may surprise us to note that no such barrier
exists between religion and politics. Religion is, and always has been, woven into the fabric of American
political life. In the last two decades, however, the role of religion in politics has become more direct
—almost a blunt, self-conscious force in the political process. The national consequences of this
"diminishing divide" between religion and politics have brought new groups into politics, altered party
coalitions, and influenced campaigns and election results. Churches and other religious institutions have
become more actively engaged in the political process, and religious people have increased the level and
broadened the range of their political participation. While the public is more accepting of the role of religion
in shaping today's political landscape, the issue of how much political power certain religious groups enjoy
continues to provoke concern.Drawing on extensive survey data from the Pew Research Center, the National
Election Studies, and other sources, The Diminishing Divide illuminates the historical relationship between
religion and politics in the United States and explores the ways in which religion will continue to alter the
political landscape in the century before us. A historical overview of religion in U.S. politics sets the tone as
the book examines the patchwork quilt of American religion and the changing role of religious institutions in
American political life since the 1960s. The book explores the complex relations between religion and
political attitudes, as well as that of religion and political behavior —particularly with respect to party
affiliation and voting habits. Finally, The Diminishing Divide offers a look at the future. As candidates and
elected officials increasingly air their personal faith in public places with apparent political intent, and as
parishioners are marshaled into political action by clergy and political groups, the authors lay out the
background against which religion's power in American political life will be played in the new century.
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From reader reviews:

John Lien:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Diminishing Divide:
Religion's Changing Role in American Politics is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Barbara Tucker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Diminishing Divide: Religion's
Changing Role in American Politics, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Kathleen Duff:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Diminishing
Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Diminishing Divide: Religion's
Changing Role in American Politics become your own personal starter.

William Lebel:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Diminishing Divide: Religion's Changing Role in American Politics when you required
it?
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