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A penetrating critical perspective on the question of Thomas Jefferson's paternity that will make you
rethink recent conventional wisdom.

It is accepted by most scholars that Jefferson had a lengthy affair with his slave Sally Hemings and fathered
at least one of her children, a conclusion based on a 1998 DNA study published in Nature and on the work of
historian Annette Gordon-Reed. Framing a Legend argues compellingly that the DNA evidence is
inconclusive and that there are remarkable flaws in the leading historical scholarship purporting to show such
a liaison.

Author M. Andrew Holowchak critically examines well-known books by Fawn Brodie, Annette Gordon-
Reed, and Andrew Burstein, labeling their views as "three prominent spins." He then delves into what we
know about Thomas Jefferson's character, showing that the historical facts do not suggest any romantic
interest on Jefferson's part in his female slaves. Turning to the genetic evidence, Holowchak points out that,
though DNA analysis indicates the presence of a Y-chromosome from some Jefferson male in the Hemings
family line, it is unwarranted to conclude that this must have come from Thomas Jefferson.

Finally, he discusses Jefferson's racial attitudes and says that they argue against any liaison with Sally
Hemings.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

The book Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally
Hemings? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dexter Forsyth:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally
Hemings it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

Stephen Adams:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Framing a Legend: Exposing the
Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cassandra Giron:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings we can
get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book



Framing a Legend: Exposing the Distorted History of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. You can more
appealing than now.
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