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The first classics in human history?the early works of literature, philosophy, and theology to which we have
returned throughout the ages?appeared in the middle centuries of the first millennium bce. The canonical
texts of the Hebrew scriptures, the philosophical writings of Plato and Aristotle, the Analects of Confucius
and the Daodejing, the Bhagavad Gita and the teachings of the Buddha?all of these works came down to us
from the compressed period of history that Karl Jaspers memorably named the Axial Age.

In The Axial Age and Its Consequences, Robert Bellah and Hans Joas make the bold claim that intellectual
sophistication itself was born worldwide during this critical time. Across Eurasia, a new self-reflective
attitude toward human existence emerged, and with it an awakening to the concept of transcendence. From
Axial Age thinkers we inherited a sense of the world as a place not just to experience but to investigate,
envision, and alter through human thought and action.

Bellah and Joas have assembled diverse scholars to guide us through this astonishing efflorescence of
religious and philosophical creativity. As they explore the varieties of theorizing that arose during the period,
they consider how these in turn led to utopian visions that brought with them the possibility of both societal
reform and repression. The roots of our continuing discourse on religion, secularization, inequality,
education, and the environment all lie in Axial Age developments. Understanding this transitional era, the
authors contend, is not just an academic project but a humanistic endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Axial Age and Its
Consequences? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Kevin Strickland:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Axial Age and Its Consequences book is readable simply by you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The
Axial Age and Its Consequences content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The
Axial Age and Its Consequences is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Donna Vazquez:

The particular book The Axial Age and Its Consequences will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Axial Age and Its Consequences is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Julia Hanson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Axial Age and Its Consequences, you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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