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Introducing World Religions offers an exciting new approach to the study of the world's religions. Taking its
inspiration from performance studies and using an innovative dramatic metaphor, it enables students to
explore religious ideas and culture in terms of the players (key figures), the script (foundational texts) and
performance (religious practices). The discussion of key players treats human and non-human figures on the
world stage, including the principle (God, Dharma, Dao), imaginal figures (angels, baals, bodhisattvas),
exceptional persons (founders, prophets, gurus), and historical persons (significant players in the drama of
religions). The discussion of the foundational texts includes materials that balance or challenge mainstream
texts with an alternative perspective. The section on performance explores non-verbal religious activities
such as pilgrimage, icon painting, dance, divination, and meditation.

Those concerned with introducing "post-colonial" discourse to students without losing the classic category of
"the sacred" should find this textbook to be balanced and evocative. It presents workable concepts from the
camps of both "religionists" and "reductionists" and students are challenged to move between "inside" and
"outside" positions as they survey what have been called (controversially) "world religions".

Specially designed to assist learning it includes:

chapter timelines showing key persons, events and dates●

themed boxes to encourage methodological enquiry●

key-point chapter summaries to support understanding and review●

study questions to assist classroom discussion●

maps, charts and photographs●

glossary of key terms and concepts●

key reading, a comprehensive bibliography and index.●

Ideal for one-semester or modular introductory survey courses on the world's religions, Introducing World
Religions will be essential reading for any student of religions, worldwide. The accompanying website to this
book can be found at http://www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415772709.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Langley:

This Introducing World Religions book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Introducing World Religions without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Introducing World Religions can bring once you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Introducing World Religions having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Case:

The reserve untitled Introducing World Religions is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Introducing World Religions from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Danielle Deguzman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Introducing World Religions that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Introducing World Religions become your own starter.

Calvin Cline:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Introducing World
Religions which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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