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The story of how Florida became entwined with Americans’ twentieth-century hopes, dreams, and
expectations is also a tale of mass delusion, real estate collapses, and catastrophic hurricanes. For Sale--
American Paradise hones in on the experiences of American icon William Jennings Bryan, journalist Edwin
Menninger, and others who shaped the image of Florida that we know today and who sold that image as
America’s paradise. The cast also includes the Marx Brothers, Thomas Edison, Al Capone, a pack of
backwoods bandits known as the Ashley Gang, and the visionaries and businessmen who poured their
dreams and their cash into Florida in the roaring, raucous 1920s.

A tale of a colorful and tragicomic era during which the allure and illusion of the American Dream was on
full display—a Jazz Age period when Americans started chasing what F. Scott Fitzgerald called “the
orgiastic future”—the book reveals how the 2008 collapse of Florida real estate was eerily similar to events
that happened there in the 1920s What sets the mid-1920s’ Florida land boom apart from more recent
booms-and-busts, however, is that this was the first time that emerging new technologies, mass
communications, and modern advertising techniques were used to sell the nation on the notion that
prosperity and happiness are entitlements that are simply there for the taking.

Florida’s image as a place where the rules of everyday life don’t apply and winners go to play was formed
during this dawn of the age of consumerism when Americans wanted to have fun and make lots of money,
and millions of them thought Florida was the perfect place to do that.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book For Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was
Sold an Impossible Dream in Florida. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book For Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was
Sold an Impossible Dream in Florida. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era,
we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Gerald Morin:

Beside this For Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was Sold an Impossible Dream in Florida in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have For Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was Sold
an Impossible Dream in Florida because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Emily Meredith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and For Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was Sold
an Impossible Dream in Florida as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes For Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was
Sold an Impossible Dream in Florida to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Mattie Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except



your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually For
Sale American Paradise: How Our Nation Was Sold an Impossible Dream in Florida.
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