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Self-restraint or self-mastery may appear to be the opposite of erotic desire. But in this nuanced, literary
analysis, Diane Lipsett traces the intriguing interplay of desire and self-restraint in three ancient tales of
conversion: The Shepherd of Hermas, the Acts of Paul and Thecla, and Joseph and Aseneth. Lipsett treats
"conversion"--marked change in a protagonist's piety and identity--as in part an effect of story, a function of
narrative textures, coherence, and closure. Her approach is theoretically versatile, drawing on Foucault,
psychoanalytic theorists, and the ancient literary critic Longinus. Well grounded in scholarship on Hermas,
Thecla, and Aseneth, the closely paced readings sharpen attention to each story, while advancing discussions
of ancient views of the self; of desire, masculinity, and virginity; of the cultural codes around marriage and
continence; and of the textual energetics of conversion tales.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Desiring Conversion:
Hermas, Thecla, Aseneth? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Stanley Roman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Desiring Conversion: Hermas, Thecla,
Aseneth ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Desiring Conversion: Hermas, Thecla, Aseneth is
not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Desiring
Conversion: Hermas, Thecla, Aseneth. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Kathleen Duff:

The book untitled Desiring Conversion: Hermas, Thecla, Aseneth contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Lena Garcia:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Desiring Conversion: Hermas, Thecla, Aseneth. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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