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“Yuko Taniguchi’s writing is remarkable for its music and vision. In the sounds of ice breaking in the river,
silkworms eating mulberry leaves in the night, and Mahler played on the double bass, her characters hear the
music of human suffering and redemption. . . . The Ocean in the Closet is a compelling and moving
novel.”—Kyoko Mori

In sunny California, the Vietnam War may have just ended, but nine-year-old Helen Johnson’s world is
beginning to crumble. Her father, a former POW and Vietnam veteran, has become increasingly distant; her
mother, a Japanese adoptee, is struggling with mental illness; and her six-year-old brother is too young to
understand what’s happening. Determined to find out more about her mother’s past and with a boldness that
belies her timid self-image, Helen writes to her great-uncle Hideo in Japan, beginning a journey that will take
her across the ocean and through the imperial legacies of both countries.

As Hideo and his wife recount the stories of his family’s silk business in Hiroshima, their experiences in
China and Japan during and after World War II, and the fate of his sister Ume, Helen’s grandmother, they
discover that although their lives have been darkened by war, their future can be healed by tending their
shared roots. In this beautiful debut novel, Yuko Taniguchi creates a moving story of hope and redemption,
of tragedy and resilience, and of the secrets, burdens, and ultimate strength that lie in a young girl’s heart.

Yuko Taniguchi, author of the critically acclaimed book of poetry Foreign Wife Elegy, was born in
Yokohama, Japan, in 1975. At the age of fifteen, she came to the United States and attended high school in
Maryland, obtaining her collegiate degrees in Minnesota, where she continues to make her home. Visit her
website at www.yukotaniguchi.com.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Padilla:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Ocean in the Closet. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Ocean in the Closet. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Phyllis Ramirez:

The guide with title The Ocean in the Closet posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Melissa Broussard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Ocean in the Closet why because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Dorothy Vinson:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Ocean in the Closet can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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