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The mysteries of the ancient Chinese text known as the I Ching continue to fascinate scholars and enthusiasts
alike. While sinologists rely on historical criticism to explain the meaning of the work, those who use it for
divination tend to accept without question the traditional account of its origin and purpose. Whereas modern
scholars are generally dismissive of the book's reputed mystical significance, traditionalists often resent
academic research into the oracle because it seems irreverent or iconoclastic. In The Mandate of Heaven, S.
J. Marshall sets out to reconcile these opposing approaches. He plumbs the book's numerous, hidden
historical references, reading them against other sources, and discovers that the oracle has far more narrative
integrity and basis in historical fact than anyone has previously appreciated.

The Mandate of Heaven focuses on the story of the I Ching's origins. The book is attributed to King Wen,
who died before he could succeed in overthrowing the tyrannical Shang dynasty. His son, King Wu,
eventually triumphed over the Shang and established the Zhou dynasty as the legitimate royal house.
According to the tradition, these events are in some ways alluded to in the earliest layer of commentary in
the I Ching, but no sound historical basis has been discovered to substantiate this claim. Consequently, since
the 1930s sinologists have discounted the value of this tradition. Marshall uncovers an account of Wu's
conquest in an important, previously overlooked passage that tells of a solar eclipse believed by the King to
have been an omen from Heaven to immediately march against the Shang. Marshall is able to match this
account with a scientifically verified solar eclipse that took place on June 20, 1070 B.C., just one of his many
historical readings that show how the earliest layer of the I Ching has preserved a hidden history that has
remained undetected for three millennia.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Mandate of Heaven.

Sylvester Wedding:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book The Mandate of Heaven ended up being making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book The Mandate of Heaven is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with all the book The Mandate of Heaven. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Mandate of Heaven book as beginner
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sylvia Grable:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Mandate of Heaven to make your current
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The
Mandate of Heaven can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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