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edition. Excerpt: ... flDn t^e Ctyerapeutfc OJge of $recfoug anD $>zmU HE medicinal use of precious stones
may be traced back to very ancient times. It has been conjectured that their employment for such purposes
was introduced to Europe from India, whence many of the stones were derived. Nevertheless, the earliest
evidence we have rather points to Egypt as the source, and, indeed, it appears that in early Egyptian times the
chemical constituents of the stones were much more rationally considered than at a later period in Europe.
The Ebers Papyrus, for instance, recommends the use of certain astringent substances, such as lapis-lazuli, as
ingredients of eyesalves, and hematite, an iron oxide, was used for checking hemorrhages and for reducing
inflammations. Little by little, however, superstition associated certain special virtues with the color and
quality of precious stones, and their virtues were thought to be greatly enhanced by engraving on them the
image of some god, or of some object symbolizing certain of the activities of nature. Later still, the science
of astrology, most highly developed in Assyria and Babylonia, was brought into combination with the
various superstitions above indicated, so that the image was believed to have much greater efficacy if the
engraving were executed when the sun was in a certain constellation or when the moon or some one of the
planets was in the ascendant at the time. If we exclude certain fragmentary notices in Egyptian literature--
notably the statements in the Ebers Papyrus--and the very uncertain sources in Hindu literature, the earliest
authority for this branch of the subject is the Natural History of Pliny. In this connection, however, it is only
just to call attention to a fact which has been often...
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mendez:

The book The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a Description of Their Sentiments and Folk Lore,
Superstitions, Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Curious Lore
of Precious Stones; Being a Description of Their Sentiments and Folk Lore, Superstitions, Symbolism,
Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in
which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a Description of Their Sentiments and Folk Lore,
Superstitions, Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Leslie Babcock:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a
Description of Their Sentiments and Folk Lore, Superstitions, Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot
to read.

Kevin Pennell:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a Description of
Their Sentiments and Folk Lore, Superstitions, Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer regarding The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a Description of Their Sentiments and
Folk Lore, Superstitions, Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a
Description of Their Sentiments and Folk Lore, Superstitions, Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?



Larry Huff:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Curious Lore of Precious Stones; Being a Description of Their Sentiments and Folk Lore, Superstitions,
Symbolism, Mysticism, Use in Medicine, Prot.
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