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Nose reconstructions have been common in India for centuries. South Korea, Brazil, and Israel have become
international centers for procedures ranging from eyelid restructuring to buttock lifts and tummy tucks.
Argentina has the highest rate of silicone implants in the world. Around the globe, aesthetic surgery has
become a cultural and medical fixture. Sander Gilman seeks to explain why by presenting the first systematic
world history and cultural theory of aesthetic surgery. Touching on subjects as diverse as getting a "nose job"
as a sweet-sixteen birthday present and the removal of male breasts in seventh-century Alexandria, Gilman
argues that aesthetic surgery has such universal appeal because it helps people to "pass," to be seen as a
member of a group with which they want to or need to identify.

Gilman begins by addressing basic questions about the history of aesthetic surgery. What surgical procedures
have been performed? Which are considered aesthetic and why? Who are the patients? What is the place of
aesthetic surgery in modern culture? He then turns his attention to that focus of countless human anxieties:
the nose. Gilman discusses how people have reshaped their noses to repair the ravages of war and disease
(principally syphilis), to match prevailing ideas of beauty, and to avoid association with negative images of
the "Jew," the "Irish," the "Oriental," or the "Black." He examines how we have used aesthetic surgery on
almost every conceivable part of the body to try to pass as younger, stronger, thinner, and more erotic.
Gilman also explores some of the extremes of surgery as personal transformation, discussing transgender
surgery, adult circumcision and foreskin restoration, the enhancement of dueling scars, and even a
performance artist who had herself altered to resemble the Mona Lisa.

The book draws on an extraordinary range of sources. Gilman is as comfortable discussing Nietzsche, Yeats,
and Darwin as he is grisly medical details, Michael Jackson, and Barbra Streisand's decision to keep her own
nose. The book contains dozens of arresting images of people before, during, and after surgery. This is a
profound, provocative, and engaging study of how humans have sought to change their lives by transforming
their bodies.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Self:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book Making the Body Beautiful has been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The guide Making the Body Beautiful is not only giving you more new information but also being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Making the Body Beautiful. You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Jon Gomes:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Making the Body Beautiful book as this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Daniels:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book Making the Body Beautiful it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jeremy Reed:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Making the Body Beautiful or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them
to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Making the
Body Beautiful to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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