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Why does technology change over time, how does it change, and what difference does it make? In this
sweeping, ambitious look at a thousand years of Western experience, Robert Friedel argues that
technological change comes largely through the pursuit of improvement—the deep-rooted belief that things
could be done in a better way. What Friedel calls the "culture of improvement" is manifested every day in the
ways people carry out their tasks in life—from tilling fields and raising children to waging war.

Improvements can be ephemeral or lasting, and one person’s improvement may not always be viewed as
such by others. Friedel stresses the social processes by which we define what improvements are and decide
which improvements will last and which will not. These processes, he emphasizes, have created both
winners and losers in history.

Friedel presents a series of narratives of Western technology that begin in the eleventh century and stretch
into the twenty-first. Familiar figures from the history of invention are joined by others—the Italian preacher
who described the first eyeglasses, the dairywomen displaced from their control over cheesemaking, and the
little-known engineer who first suggested a grand tower to Gustav Eiffel. Friedel traces technology from the
plow and the printing press to the internal combustion engine, the transistor, and the space shuttle. Friedel
also reminds us that faith in improvement can sometimes have horrific consequences: improved weaponry
makes warfare ever more deadly and the drive for improving human beings can lead to eugenics and even
genocide. The most comprehensive attempt to tell the story of Western technology in many years,
engagingly written and lavishly illustrated, A Culture of Improvement documents the ways in which the drive
for improvement has shaped our modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

The reason why? Because this A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Alice Bowers:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Culture of
Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium which is having the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.

Henrietta Roderick:

You can get this A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Martha Royal:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this A Culture of Improvement: Technology and the Western Millennium can make you
sense more interested to read.
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