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In Techniques of the Observer Jonathan Crary provides a dramatically new perspective on the visual culture
of the nineteenth century, reassessing problems of both visual modernism and social modernity.

Inverting conventional approaches, Crary considers the problem of visuality not through the study of art
works and images, but by analyzing the historical construction of the observer. He insists that the problems
of vision are inseparable from the operation of social power and examines how, beginning in the 1820s, the
observer became the site of new discourses and practices that situated vision within the body as a
physiological event. Alongside the sudden appearance of physiological optics, Crary points out, theories and
models of "subjective vision" were developed that gave the observer a new autonomy and productivity while
simultaneously allowing new forms of control and standardization of vision.

Crary examines a range of diverse work in philosophy, in the empirical sciences, and in the elements of an
emerging mass visual culture. He discusses at length the significance of optical apparatuses such as the
stereoscope and of precinematic devices, detailing how they were the product of new physiological
knowledge. He also shows how these forms of mass culture, usually labeled as "realist," were in fact based
on abstract models of vision, and he suggests that mimetic or perspectival notions of vision and
representation were initially abandoned in the first half of the nineteenth century within a variety of powerful
institutions and discourses, well before the modernist painting of the 1870s and 1880s.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

This Techniques of the Observer: On Vision and Modernity in the 19th Century (October Books) are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Techniques of the
Observer: On Vision and Modernity in the 19th Century (October Books) can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information
that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Techniques of the
Observer: On Vision and Modernity in the 19th Century (October Books) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Melissa Hopkins:

The guide untitled Techniques of the Observer: On Vision and Modernity in the 19th Century (October
Books) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to
you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Techniques of the Observer:
On Vision and Modernity in the 19th Century (October Books) from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Angela Dreiling:

Often the book Techniques of the Observer: On Vision and Modernity in the 19th Century (October Books)
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kathryn Glover:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Techniques of the Observer: On Vision and
Modernity in the 19th Century (October Books) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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