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"It is thus important to a) fundamentally purge the Finance and Gosbank bureaucracy, despite the wails of
dubious Communists like Briukhanov-Piatakov; b) definitely shoot two or three dozen wreckers from these
apparaty, including several dozen common cashiers."— J. Stalin, no earlier than 6 August 1930

"Today I read the section on international affairs. It came out well. The confident, contemptuous tone with
respect to the great powers, the belief in our own strength, the delicate but plain spitting in the pot of the
swaggering great powers—very good. Let them eat it."—J. Stalin, January 1933

Between 1925 and 1936, a dramatic period of transformation within the Soviet Union, Josef Stalin wrote
frequently to his trusted friend and political colleague Viacheslav Molotov, Politburo member, chairman of
the USSR Council of Commissars, and minister of foreign affairs. In these letters, Stalin mused on political
events, argued with fellow Politburo members, and issued orders. The more than 85 letters collected in this
volume constitute a unique historical record of Stalin's thinking—both personal and political—and throw
valuable light on the way he controlled the government, plotted the overthrow of his enemies, and imagined
the future. This formerly top secret correspondence, once housed in Soviet archives, is now published for the
first time.

The letters reveal Stalin in many different and dramatic situations: fighting against party rivals like Trotsky
and Bukharin, trying to maneuver in the rapids of the Chinese revolution, negotiating with the West, insisting
on the completion of all-out collectivization, and ordering the execution of scapegoats for economic failures.
And they provide important and fascinating information about the Soviet Union's party-state leadership,
about party politics, and about Stalin himself—as an administrator, as a Bolshevik, and as an individual.

The book includes much supplementary material that places the letters in context. Russian editor Oleg V.
Naumov and his associates have annotated the letters, introduced each chronological section, and added
other archival documents that help explain the correspondence. American editor Lars T. Lih has provided a
lengthy introduction identifying what is new in the letters and using them to draw a portrait of Stalin as
leader. Lih points out how the letters help us grasp Stalin's unique blend of cynicism and belief, manipulation
and sincerity—a combination of qualities with catastrophic consequences for Soviet Russia and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Thompson:

The book Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals of Communism Series) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals of Communism Series) to get your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936
(Annals of Communism Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Mary Banks:

This Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals of Communism Series) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals
of Communism Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals of
Communism Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Joyce Martinez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals of Communism Series) it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Minnie Weiner:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also



soon. The Stalin's Letters to Molotov: 1925-1936 (Annals of Communism Series) provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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