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Although famous during her lifetime, Kate Field (1838–1896) subsequently slipped into such a state of
obscurity that in 1964, when the St. Louis American published a bicentennial article to honor one of the
city’s most distinguished daughters, the eulogy bore the title "Who Was Kate Field?" Carolyn Moss has
collected correspondence ranging over more than fifty years to allow Field to answer that question herself.

Field was acquainted with, among numerous others, George Eliot, Oscar Wilde, Julia Ward Howe, Mark
Twain, Charles Dickens, the Brownings, and the Trollopes. Outside the world of literature, she hobnobbed
with such men and
women as Harriet Hosmer, Horace Greeley, Gilbert and Sullivan, Stanley and Livingstone, and Alexander
Graham Bell. That Field’s contemporaries attached much importance to her correspondence is demonstrated
by the fact that her letters were preserved and found their way into more than thirty archives. For those of
us heading into the twenty-first century, the letters enrich our knowledge of Field’s contemporaries and help
illuminate an epoch.

Taking a chronological approach, Moss has divided the correspondence into ten parts. Part 1 covers Field’s
St. Louis childhood, her days as a Boston schoolgirl, and her trip to Europe. Part 2 deals with her stay in
Florence and her friendship with the Brownings, the Trollopes, and other literary visitors. In part 3, Field
returns to America, where she achieves fame as a journalist, lecturer, and author. In part 4, she writes of her
voyage to London and the grief and readjustment occasioned by the death of her mother. She becomes, in
part 5, a playwright and actress, promotes Bell’s telephone, and helps establish the Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre.

Part 6 finds Field founding the Ladies’ Cooperative Dress Association. Part 7 deals with her campaign
against the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints. In part 8, Field crosses America to promote
Alaska and to lecture against prohibition. Part 9 contains Field’s correspondence as owner and editor of Kate
Field’s Washington, and part 10 shows her final days.

While Field’s achievements are indeed impressive, Moss points out that the dauntless spirit of this voteless,
unmarried, and at times destitute woman is more impressive still.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Harris:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Kate Field: Selected Letters will
make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Carol Boissonneault:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Kate Field: Selected Letters, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Anita Cannon:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list will be Kate Field: Selected Letters. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Tanya Caggiano:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Kate Field: Selected Letters was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Kate Field: Selected Letters has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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