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We want to think of the family as a haven, a sheltered port from the maelstrom of social forces that rip
through our lives. Within the family, we like to think, everyone starts out on equal footing. And yet we see
around us evidence that siblings all too often diverge widely in social status, wealth, and education. We think
these are aberrant cases—the president and the drug addict, the professor and the convict. Surely in most
families, in our families, all children will succeed equally, and when they don’t, we turn to one-dimensional
answers to explain the discrepancy—birth order, for instance, or gender.

In this groundbreaking book, Dalton Conley shows us that inequality in families is not the exception but the
norm. More than half of all income inequality in this country occurs not between families but within
families. Children who grow up in the same house can—and frequently do—wind up on opposite sides of the
class divide. In fact, the family itself is where much inequality is fostered and developed. In each family,
there exists a pecking order among siblings, a status hierarchy. This pecking order is not necessarily
determined by the natural abilities of each individual, and not even by the intentions or will of the parents. It
is determined by the larger social forces that envelop the family: gender expectations, the economic cost of
education, divorce, early loss of a parent, geographic mobility, religious and sexual orientation, trauma, and
even arbitrary factors such as luck and accidents. Conley explores each of these topics, giving us a richly
nuanced understanding that transforms the way we should look at the family as an institution of care,
support, and comfort.

Drawing from the U.S. Census, from the General Social Survey conducted by the University of Chicago over
the last thirty years, and from a landmark study that was launched in 1968 by the University of Michigan and
that has been following five thousand families, Conley has irrefutable empirical evidence backing up his
assertions. Enriched by countless anecdotes and stories garnered through years of interviews, this is a book
that will forever alter our idea of family.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Matlock:

The book The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Edwina Hinkle:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Pecking Order: Which
Siblings Succeed and Why book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Karen Baskin:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
before. The The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Elizabeth Maez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Pecking Order: Which Siblings Succeed and Why can
give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Pecking Order: Which Siblings
Succeed and Why.
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