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What is the nature of the modern state? How did it come into being and what are the characteristics of this
distinctive field of power that has come to play such acentral role in the shaping of all spheres of social,
political and economic life?

In this major work the great sociologist Pierre Bourdieu addresses these fundamental questions. Modifying
Max Weber’' s famous definition, Bourdieu defines the state in terms of the monopoly of legitimate physical
and symbolic violence, where the monopoly of symbolic violence is the condition for the possession and
exercise of physical violence. The state can be reduced neither to an apparatus of power in the service of
dominant groups nor to a neutral site where conflicting interests are played out: rather, it constitutes the form
of collective belief that structures the whole of social life. The ‘collective fiction’ of the state B afiction with
very rea effects - is at the same time the product of all struggles between different interests, what is at stake
in these struggles, and their very foundation.

While the question of the state runs through the whole of Bourdieu’ s work, it was never the subject of a book
designed to offer a unified theory. The lecture course presented here, to which Bourdieu devoted three years
of histeaching at the Collége de France, fills this gap and provides the key that brings together the whole of
hisresearch in this field. Thistext also shows ‘another Bourdieu’, both more concrete and more pedagogic in
that he presents his thinking in the process of its development. While revealing theillusions of ‘ state
thought’ designed to maintain belief in government being oriented in principle to the common good, he
shows himself equally critical of an ‘anti-institutional mood’ that is al too ready to reduce the construction
of the bureaucratic apparatus to the function of maintaining social order.

At atime when financial crisisisfacilitating the hasty dismantling of public services, with little regard for

any nation of popular sovereignty, this book offers the critical instruments needed for amore lucid
understanding of the wellsprings of domination.
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From reader reviews:
Michael M azzariello:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book On the State. All type of book isit
possible to see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Tonya Sewell:

The actual book On the State will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book On
the State is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can aso get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jackie L afond:

This On the State is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book revea it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having On the State in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Dustin Singh:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the booksin the top
checklist in your reading list is On the State. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get
many advantages.
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