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This is the first cross-linguistic study of imperatives, and commands of other kinds, across the world's
languages. It makes a significant and original contribution to the understanding of their morphological,
syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic characteristics. The author discusses the role imperatives and commands
play in human cognition and how they are deployed in different cultures, and in doing so offers fresh insights
on patterns of human interaction and communication.

Alexandra Aikhenvald examines the ways of framing commands, or command strategies, in languages that
do not have special imperative forms. She analyses the grammatical and semantic properties of positive and
negative imperatives and shows how these correlate with categories such as tense, information source, and
politeness. She looks at the relation of command pragmatics to cultural practices, assessing, for example, the
basis for Margaret Mead's assumption that the harsher the people the more frequently they use imperatives.
Professor Aikhenvald covers a wide range of language families, including many relatively neglected
examples from North America, Amazonia, and New Guinea. The book is accompanied by illustrations of
some conventional command signs.

Written and presented with the author's characteristic clarity, this book will be welcomed by linguists of all
theoretical persuasions. It will appeal to social and cultural anthropologists and cognitive and behavioural
scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book has a
different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Imperatives and Commands (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Paul Cockrell:

The reserve with title Imperatives and Commands (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory)
posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Candice Foushee:

Beside this kind of Imperatives and Commands (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Imperatives and Commands (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Ashley Johnson:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Imperatives and Commands (Oxford
Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Imperatives and Commands (Oxford Studies
in Typology and Linguistic Theory) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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