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Step into the classroom with Christoph Wolff

Johann Sebastian Bach holds a singular position in the history of music. A uniquely gifted musician, he
combined outstanding performing virtuosity with supreme creative powers and remarkable intellectual
discipline. More than two centuries after his lifetime, Bach's work continues to set musical standards.

The noted Bach scholar Christoph Wolff offers in this book new perspectives on the composer's life and
remarkable career. Uncovering important historical evidence, the author demonstrates significant influences
on Bach's artistic development and brings fresh insight on his work habits, compositional intent, and the
musical traditions that shaped Bach's thought. Wolff reveals a composer devoted to an ambitious and highly
individual creative approach, one characterized by constant self-criticism and self-challenge, the absorption
of new skills and techniques, and the rethinking of riches from the musical past.

Readers will find illuminating analyses of some of Bach's greatest music, including the B Minor Mass,
important cantatas, keyboard and chamber compositions, the Musical Offering, and the Art of Fugue.
Discussion of how these pieces "work" will be helpful to performers--singers, players, conductors--and to
everyone interested in exploring the conceptual and contextual aspects of Bach's music. All readers will find
especially interesting those essays in which Wolff elaborates on his celebrated discoveries of previously
unknown works: notably the fourteen "Goldberg" canons and a collection of thirty-three chorale preludes.

Representing twenty-five years of scholarship, these essays--half of which appear here in English for the first
time--have established Christoph Wolff as one of the world's preeminent authorities on J. S. Bach. All
students, performers, and lovers of Bach's music will find this an engaging and enlightening book.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Cianciolo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Bach: Essays on His Life and Music. Try to make book
Bach: Essays on His Life and Music as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Pearl Norris:

The book Bach: Essays on His Life and Music can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Bach: Essays on His Life and Music?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Bach: Essays on His Life and Music has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Shin:

The guide with title Bach: Essays on His Life and Music includes a lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Bach: Essays on His Life and Music can
be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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