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The United States dropped atomic bombs on Japan in 1945 to end World War II as quickly and with as few
casualties as possible. That is the compelling and elegantly simple argument Newman puts forward in his
new study of World War II's end, Truman and the Hiroshima Cult. According to Newman: (1) The U.S.
Strategic Bombing Survey conclusions that Japan was ready to surrender without "the Bomb" are fraudulent;
(2) America’s "unconditional surrender" doctrine did not significantly prolong the war; and (3) President
Harry S. Truman’s decision to use atomic weapons on Japanese cities was not a "racist act," nor was it a
calculated political maneuver to threaten Joseph Stalin’s Eastern hegemony. Simply stated, Newman argues
that Truman made a sensible military decision. As commander in chief, he was concerned with ending a
devastating and costly war as quickly as possible and with saving millions of lives. 

     Yet, Newman goes further in his discussion, seeking the reasons why so much hostility has been
generated by what happened in the skies over Hiroshima and Nagasaki in early August, 1945. The source of
discontent, he concludes, is a "cult" that has grown up in the United States since the 1960s. It was weaned on
the disillusionment spawned by concerns about a military industrial complex, American duplicity and failure
in the Vietnam War, and a mistrust of government following Watergate. The cult has a shrine, a holy day, a
distinctive rhetoric of victimization, various items of scripture, and, in Japan, support from a powerful
Marxist constituency. "As with other cults, it is ahistorical," Newman declares. "Its devotees elevate fugitive
and unrepresentative events to cosmic status. And most of all, they believe." Newman’s analysis goes to the
heart of the process by which scholars interpret historical events and raises disturbing issues about the way
historians select and distort evidence about the past to suit special political agendas.
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From reader reviews:

Carmel Smith:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Truman and the Hiroshima Cult (Rhetoric
& Public Affairs) to read.

Cheri Turner:

The book untitled Truman and the Hiroshima Cult (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Patricia Carter:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Truman and the Hiroshima Cult (Rhetoric & Public
Affairs) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Truman and the Hiroshima Cult (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Barbara Simon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Truman and the Hiroshima Cult (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) when you desired it?
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