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Many cultures have myths about self-imitation, stories about people who pretend to be someone else
pretending to be them, in effect masquerading as themselves. This great theme, in literature and in life, tells
us that people put on masks to discover who they really are under the masks they usually wear, so that the
mask reveals rather than conceals the self beneath the self.
In this book, noted scholar of Hinduism and mythology Wendy Doniger offers a cross-cultural exploration of
the theme of self-impersonation, whose widespread occurrence argues for both its literary power and its
human value. The stories she considers range from ancient Indian literature through medieval European
courtly literature and Shakespeare to Hollywood and Bollywood. They illuminate a basic human way of
negotiating reality, illusion, identity, and authenticity, not to mention memory, amnesia, and the process of
aging. Many of them involve marriage and adultery, for tales of sexual betrayal cut to the heart of the crisis
of identity.
These stories are extreme examples of what we common folk do, unconsciously, every day. Few of us
actually put on masks that replicate our faces, but it is not uncommon for us to become travesties of
ourselves, particularly as we age and change. We often slip carelessly across the permeable boundary
between the un-self-conscious self-indulgence of our most idiosyncratic mannerisms and the conscious
attempt to give the people who know us, personally or publicly, the version of ourselves that they expect.
Myths of self-imitation open up for us the possibility of multiple selves and the infinite regress of self-
discovery.
Drawing on a dizzying array of tales-some fact, some fiction-The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She
Was is a fascinating and learned trip through centuries of culture, guided by a scholar of incomparable wit
and erudition.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Rivera:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths
of Self-Imitation. Try to the actual book The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-
Imitation as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Karen Lheureux:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Woman Who Pretended to Be
Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Selma McDaniel:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-
Imitation why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Laurie Dunn:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation
will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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