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The Sung Dynasty (960-1279) was a paradoxical era for Chinese women. This was a time when footbinding
spread, and Confucian scholars began to insist that it was better for a widow to starve than to remarry. Yet
there were also improvements in women's status in marriage and property rights. In this thoroughly original
work, one of the most respected scholars of premodern China brings to life what it was like to be a woman in
Sung times, from having a marriage arranged, serving parents-in-law, rearing children, and coping with
concubines, to deciding what to do if widowed.

Focusing on marriage, Patricia Buckley Ebrey views family life from the perspective of women. She argues
that the ideas, attitudes, and practices that constituted marriage shaped women's lives, providing the context
in which they could interpret the opportunities open to them, negotiate their relationships with others, and
accommodate or resist those around them.

Ebrey questions whether women's situations actually deteriorated in the Sung, linking their experiences to
widespread social, political, economic, and cultural changes of this period. She draws from advice books,
biographies, government documents, and medical treatises to show that although the family continued to be
patrilineal and patriarchal, women found ways to exert their power and authority. No other book explores the
history of women in pre-twentieth-century China with such energy and depth.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

This The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Inner Quarters: Marriage
and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period can be one of several great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Inner Quarters: Marriage and
the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Ashley Paul:

The reserve untitled The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period is the
guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in
the Sung Period from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Todd James:

The e-book with title The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

David Fulton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Inner Quarters:
Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.
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