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In this riveting and timely work, John P. Lizza presents the first comprehensive analysis of personhood and
humanity in the context of defining death. Rejecting the common assumption that human or personal death is
simply a biological phenomenon for biologists or physicians to define, Lizza argues that the definition of
death is also a matter for metaphysical reflection, moral choice, and cultural acceptance.

Lizza maintains that defining death remains problematic because basic ontological, ethical, and cultural
issues have never been adequately addressed. Advances in life-sustaining technology and organ
transplantation have led to revision of the legal definition of death. It is generally accepted that death occurs
when all functions of the brain have ceased. However, legal and clinical cases involving postmortem
pregnancy, individuals in permanent vegetative state, those with anencephaly, and those with severe
dementia challenge the neurological criteria. Is "brain death" really death? Should the neurological criteria be
expanded to include individuals in permanent vegetative state, with anencephaly, and those with severe
dementia? What metaphysical, ethical, and cultural considerations are relevant to answering such questions?

Although Lizza accepts a pluralistic approach to the legal definition of death, he proposes a nonreductive,
substantive view in which persons are understood as "constituted by" human organisms. This view, he
argues, provides the best account of human nature as biological, moral, and cultural and supports a
consciousness-related formulation of death. Through an analysis of legal and clinical cases and a discussion
of alternative concepts of personhood, Lizza casts greater light on the underlying themes of a complex
debate.
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From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

This Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. That Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Persons, Humanity, and the
Definition of Death can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Persons, Humanity, and the
Definition of Death having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Jennifer McNab:

Here thing why this specific Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Persons,
Humanity, and the Definition of Death. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death in e-book
can be your option.

Kenneth Harrell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of Death will give you a new experience in reading through
a book.

Palmer Schwartz:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Persons, Humanity, and the Definition of
Death can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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