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Jack London's post-apocalyptic vision takes place in 2072, sixty years after an uncontrollable epidemic has
depopulated the planet. James Howard Smith, one of the few left alive San Francisco area, tries to impart the
value of wisdom to his grandsons and as his time on Earth grows ever shorter.

By Greg Hughes on December 12, 2000
Format: Hardcover
Sixty years after a plague killed billions of people, an old man tries to convey to his three grandchildren what
the world was once like so long ago.
The cultured, civilized world of mass communication and technology abruptly gave way to a primitive,
savage world of cruelty and barbarism. The survivors and their descendents now live like their stone-age
forebears: wearing animal skins, hunting with bows and arrows and believing in superstition.
In describing the plague's onslaught, the old man tells his grandchildren of the chaos and degradation that
wiped out civilization. Money became worthless, the streets of burning cities were littered with corpses,
animals grew wild as mankind lost his supremacy over nature.
The three boys have a lot of trouble understanding the words "Granser" uses, due to their lack of education.
(Even the word "education" is something the boys have never heard of.) Nevertheless, the old man does the
best he can, in spite of the children's limited vocabulary.
It's interesting to compare "The Scarlet Plague", which was written in 1912, to the more widely-known
"Earth Abides". Both books are set in the same place. They both contain that sense of nostalgia, where old
men, left over from the "lost world" yearn for a past that was more attractive.
This could well be the blueprint for life-after-the-apocalypse stories. If this story hadn't been written, their
would probably never have been such books as "Earth Abides", "The Day of the Triffids", "Empty World" or
"The Stand."
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Jack London - The Scarlet Plague (Illustrated), it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

James Ellis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Jack London - The Scarlet Plague (Illustrated) can be good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Donald Sams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Jack London - The Scarlet Plague (Illustrated) it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Della McDonald:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Jack London -
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