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Narrated in Lincoln’s own voice, the tragicomic I Am Abraham promises to be the masterwork of
Jerome Charyn’s remarkable career.

Since publishing his first novel in 1964, Jerome Charyn has established himself as one of the most inventive
and prolific literary chroniclers of the American landscape. Here in I Am Abraham, Charyn returns with an
unforgettable portrait of Lincoln and the Civil War. Narrated boldly in the first person, I Am Abraham
effortlessly mixes humor with Shakespearean-like tragedy, in the process creating an achingly human
portrait of our sixteenth President.

Tracing the historic arc of Lincoln's life from his picaresque days as a gangly young lawyer in Sangamon
County, Illinois, through his improbable marriage to Kentucky belle Mary Todd, to his 1865 visit to war-
shattered Richmond only days before his assassination, I Am Abraham hews closely to the familiar Lincoln
saga. Charyn seamlessly braids historical figures such as Mrs. Keckley?the former slave, who became the
First Lady's dressmaker and confidante?and the swaggering and almost treasonous General McClellan with a
parade of fictional extras: wise-cracking knaves, conniving hangers-on, speculators, scheming Senators, and
even patriotic whores.

We encounter the renegade Rebel soldiers who flanked the District in tattered uniforms and cardboard shoes,
living in a no-man's-land between North and South; as well as the Northern deserters, young men all, with
sunken, hollowed faces, sitting in the punishing sun, waiting for their rendezvous with the firing squad; and
the black recruits, whom Lincoln’s own generals wanted to discard, but who play a pivotal role in winning
the Civil War. At the center of this grand pageant is always Lincoln himself, clad in a green shawl, pacing
the White House halls in the darkest hours of America’s bloodiest war.

Using biblically cadenced prose, cornpone nineteenth-century humor, and Lincoln’s own letters and
speeches, Charyn concocts a profoundly moral but troubled commander in chief, whose relationship with his
Ophelia-like wife and sons?Robert, Willie, and Tad?is explored with penetrating psychological insight and
the utmost compassion. Seized by melancholy and imbued with an unfaltering sense of human worth,
Charyn’s President Lincoln comes to vibrant, three-dimensional life in a haunting portrait we have rarely
seen in historical fiction.

10 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

This I Am Abraham: A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This specific I Am Abraham: A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War without we understand teach the one
who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry I Am Abraham: A
Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This I Am Abraham: A
Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Loris Beal:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled I Am Abraham: A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sonia Cote:

This I Am Abraham: A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War is great e-book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having I Am Abraham: A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Carol Ton:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for you



is I Am Abraham: A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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