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Why do democracies win wars? This is a critical question in the study of international relations, as a
traditional view--expressed most famously by Alexis de Tocqueville--has been that democracies are inferior
in crafting foreign policy and fighting wars. In Democracies at War, the first major study of its kind, Dan
Reiter and Allan Stam come to a very different conclusion. Democracies tend to win the wars they fight--
specifically, about eighty percent of the time.

Complementing their wide-ranging case-study analysis, the authors apply innovative statistical tests and new
hypotheses. In unusually clear prose, they pinpoint two reasons for democracies' success at war. First, as
elected leaders understand that losing a war can spell domestic political backlash, democracies start only
those wars they are likely to win. Secondly, the emphasis on individuality within democratic societies means
that their soldiers fight with greater initiative and superior leadership.

Surprisingly, Reiter and Stam find that it is neither economic muscle nor bandwagoning between democratic
powers that enables democracies to win wars. They also show that, given societal consent, democracies are
willing to initiate wars of empire or genocide. On the whole, they find, democracies' dependence on public
consent makes for more, rather than less, effective foreign policy. Taking a fresh approach to a question that
has long merited such a study, this book yields crucial insights on security policy, the causes of war, and the
interplay between domestic politics and international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Donnie Matthews:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Democracies at War. Try to face the book Democracies at War as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

David Creason:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Democracies at War book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Democracies at War
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Democracies at
War is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

James Jernigan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Democracies at War it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

William Looney:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Democracies at War, you can enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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