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It isn't the way of the Amish to write about themselves. But John A. Hostetler, author of the best- selling
Amish Society, has put together a delightful anthology in which they do just that. More than 150 rare and
unusual letters and journal entries, poems and stories, riddles, legends, and bits of family lore offer a
uniquely authentic view of Amish life from colonial times to the present. Illustrated with 25 pages of full-
color illustrations, this is the Amish story as told by the Amish themselves, by their friends and neighbors,
and by others who understand Amish ways.

Hans Nussbaum, a nineteenth-century Swiss immigrant, writes to friends of a rough Atlantic crossing and a
hard life in the Ohio Valley, suggesting that his "sleepy and lazy" cousins stay home in Europe. Virgil
Detweiler tells of an ancestor's arrival at the port of colonial Philadelphia with personal baggage that
included 5 copper stills, 30 stoves, 596 scythes, and 8 flutes. (He lost it all to King George's alert customs
men.) In 1863 Amish bishop Daniel Beachy faces down a company of Confederate cavalry who try to steal
his horse on a muddy Maryland highway. And an Amish teen- ager writes of life in a Pennsylvania prison
after refusing military service during World War II.

But Amish Roots is more than an anthology of Amish history. Here Amish men and women speak out. On
America. The decline of the family. Health and home remedies. Farming. They offer three centuries' wisdom
on issues ranging from raising a barn to raising children, from getting along with neighbors to breaking in a
team of mules. They tell what's wrong with public schools and share strategies for coping with government
officials, aggressive reporters, and tourists. Converts to the faith tell their story. Those who leave the faith
describe life among the "English."

Throughout, the Amish deal with the modern world in ways that often temper outright rejection with quiet
compromise. In 1850, newly arrived Amish immigrants are astonished at the sight of the Mississippi
sidewheeler that will take them from New Orleans to their new home in Illinois. More than a century later,
an Amish tourist in Europe offers a first-hand account of crossing the English Channel by Hovercraft.
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From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Amish Roots: A Treasury of History,
Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Geneva Orta:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Amish Roots: A
Treasury of History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Amish Roots: A Treasury of
History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies)is a single of several books this everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Sandra Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Amish Roots:
A Treasury of History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Michael Ogden:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Amish Roots: A Treasury of History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center
Books in Anabaptist Studies). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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