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Pentidattilo, in the Kingdom of Naples, 1710. A peasant woman, Domenica Orlando, is brought to trial for
the murder by poison of her husband. Tried with her are Anna de Amico, a neighbor who provided the
poison, and Pietro Crea, Domenica's alleged lover. During the trial, it is revealed that over the years Anna
had helped both Domenica and other village women obtain abortions. After numerous villagers recount the
circumstances of both the murder and the abortions, Domenica confesses and all three defendants are
tortured. Domenica escapes while awaiting sentencing. Anna receives a fifteen-year prison term whereas
Pietro is allowed to go free.

Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy is an analysis of the society
and culture in which Domenica and her accomplices lived. Their trial took place at a time of significant
changes within the European judicial system, and historian Tommaso Astarita uses the events in the small
village of Pentidattilo to study rural society and culture in Italy in the early modern period. The case
demonstrates a legal justice system caught between the state and the church's efforts to regulate popular
behavior and local practices and ideas of morality. The case also provides a clear example of how justice
operated at the local level, and outlines the difficulty of bringing order and morality to rural communities.

Drawing on primary-source materials from secular and ecclesiastic archives, Village Justice: Community,
Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy is an important scholarly study for social and cultural
historians of early modern Italy and Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Village Justice: Community, Family, and
Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political
Science). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Michael Hale:

The publication with title Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy
(The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) includes a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Alice Prahl:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Village
Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins University
Studies in Historical and Political Science) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns
Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) giving you another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Hector Medlin:

This Village Justice: Community, Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins
University Studies in Historical and Political Science) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Village Justice: Community,
Family, and Popular Culture in Early Modern Italy (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and



Political Science) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
as well as knowledge.
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