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As the United States gained independence, a full fifth of the country's population was African American. The
experiences of these men and women have been largely ignored in the accounts of the colonies' glorious
quest for freedom. In this compact volume, Gary B. Nash reorients our understanding of early America, and
reveals the perilous choices of the founding fathers that shaped the nation's future.

Nash tells of revolutionary fervor arousing a struggle for freedom that spiraled into the largest slave rebellion
in American history, as blacks fled servitude to fight for the British, who promised freedom in exchange for
military service. The Revolutionary Army never matched the British offer, and most histories of the period
have ignored this remarkable story. The conventional wisdom says that abolition was impossible in the
fragile new republic. Nash, however, argues that an unusual convergence of factors immediately after the
war created a unique opportunity to dismantle slavery. The founding fathers' failure to commit to freedom
led to the waning of abolitionism just as it had reached its peak. In the opening decades of the nineteenth
century, as Nash demonstrates, their decision enabled the ideology of white supremacy to take root, and with
it the beginnings of an irreparable national fissure. The moral failure of the Revolution was paid for in the
1860s with the lives of the 600,000 Americans killed in the Civil War.

The Forgotten Fifth is a powerful story of the nation's multiple, and painful, paths to freedom.
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From reader reviews:

David Gehrke:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is
one of numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will
make anyone more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will
bring someone to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution (The
Nathan I. Huggins Lectures), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Gwen Anderson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Forgotten Fifth: African
Americans in the Age of Revolution (The Nathan I. Huggins Lectures) can be excellent book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Joyce Shryock:

The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution (The Nathan I. Huggins Lectures) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement
in writing The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution (The Nathan I. Huggins
Lectures) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Michael Blossom:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution (The Nathan I. Huggins



Lectures) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must
want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life at this time book The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution (The Nathan I.
Huggins Lectures). You can more inviting than now.
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