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Many legal theorists maintain that laws are effective because we internalize them, obeying even when not
compelled to do so. In a comprehensive reassessment of the role of force in law, Frederick Schauer
disagrees, demonstrating that coercion, more than internalized thinking and behaving, distinguishes law from
society’s other rules.

Reinvigorating ideas from Jeremy Bentham and John Austin, and drawing on empirical research as well as
philosophical analysis, Schauer presents an account of legal compliance based on sanction and compulsion,
showing that law’s effectiveness depends fundamentally on its coercive potential. Law, in short, is about
telling people what to do and threatening them with bad consequences if they fail to comply. Although
people may sometimes obey the law out of deference to legal authority rather than fear of sanctions, Schauer
challenges the assumption that legal coercion is marginal in society. Force is more pervasive than the state’s
efforts to control a minority of disobedient citizens. When people believe that what they should do differs
from what the law commands, compliance is less common than assumed, and the necessity of coercion
becomes apparent.

Challenging prevailing modes of jurisprudential inquiry, Schauer makes clear that the question of legal force
has sociological, psychological, political, and economic dimensions that transcend purely conceptual
concerns. Grappling with the legal system’s dependence on force helps us understand what law is, how it
operates, and how it helps organize society.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Richard:

This The Force of Law book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Force
of Law without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't be worry The Force of Law can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Force of Law having
very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Phillip Permenter:

The actual book The Force of Law has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Keiko Whitchurch:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Force of Law your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The
The Force of Law giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Judith Bowman:

This The Force of Law is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Force of Law in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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