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Two generations ago, young men and women with only a high-school degree would have entered the
plentiful industrial occupations which then sustained the middle-class ideal of a male-breadwinner family.
Such jobs have all but vanished over the past forty years, and in their absence ever-growing numbers of
young adults now hold precarious, low-paid jobs with few fringe benefits. Facing such insecure economic
prospects, less-educated young adults are increasingly forgoing marriage and are having children within
unstable cohabiting relationships. This has created a large marriage gap between them and their more
affluent, college-educated peers. In Labor’s Love Lost, noted sociologist Andrew Cherlin offers a new
historical assessment of the rise and fall of working-class families in America, demonstrating how
momentous social and economic transformations have contributed to the collapse of this once-stable social
class and what this seismic cultural shift means for the nation’s future.

Drawing from more than a hundred years of census data, Cherlin documents how today’s marriage gap
mirrors that of the Gilded Age of the late-nineteenth century, a time of high inequality much like our own.
Cherlin demonstrates that the widespread prosperity of working-class families in the mid-twentieth century,
when both income inequality and the marriage gap were low, is the true outlier in the history of the
American family. In fact, changes in the economy, culture, and family formation in recent decades have been
so great that Cherlin suggests that the working-class family pattern has largely disappeared.

Labor's Love Lost shows that the primary problem of the fall of the working-class family from its mid-
twentieth century peak is not that the male-breadwinner family has declined, but that nothing stable has
replaced it. The breakdown of a stable family structure has serious consequences for low-income families,
particularly for children, many of whom underperform in school, thereby reducing their future employment
prospects and perpetuating an intergenerational cycle of economic disadvantage. To address this disparity,
Cherlin recommends policies to foster educational opportunities for children and adolescents from
disadvantaged families. He also stresses the need for labor market interventions, such as subsidizing low
wages through tax credits and raising the minimum wage.

Labor's Love Lost provides a compelling analysis of the historical dynamics and ramifications of the growing
number of young adults disconnected from steady, decent-paying jobs and from marriage. Cherlin’s
investigation of today’s “would-be working class” shines a much-needed spotlight on the struggling middle
of our society in today’s new Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Flowers:

The book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
very important thing like a book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in
America? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise
and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kristy Abrahams:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America.

Rocky Melvin:

The reason? Because this Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Gregory Polster:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to



other place.
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