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The New York Times bestseller about the state of college football: Why we love the game, what is at risk, and
the fight to save it—“A fascinating saga” (Booklist).

In search of the sport’s old ideals amid the roaring flood of hypocrisy and greed, bestselling author John U.
Bacon embedded himself in four college football programs—Penn State, Ohio State, Michigan, and
Northwestern—and captured the oldest, biggest, most storied league, the Big Ten, at its tipping point. He sat
in as coaches dissected game film, he ate dinner at training tables, and he listened in locker rooms. He talked
with tailgating fans and college presidents, and he spent months in the company of the gifted young athletes
who play the game.

Fourth and Long reveals intimate scenes behind closed doors, from a team’s angry face-off with their
athletic director to a defensive lineman acing his master’s exams in theoretical math. It captures the private
moment when coach Urban Meyer earned the devotion of Ohio State’s Buckeyes on their way to a perfect
season. It shows Michigan’s athletic department endangering the very traditions that distinguish the college
game from all others. And it re-creates the euphoria of the Northwestern Wildcats winning their first bowl
game in decades. Most unforgettably, Fourth and Long finds what the national media missed in the ugly
aftermath of Penn State’s tragic scandal: the unheralded story of players who joined forces with Coach Bill
O’Brien to save the university’s treasured program—and with it, a piece of the game’s soul.

This is the work of a writer in love with an old game—a game he sees at the precipice. Bacon’s deep
knowledge of sports history and his sensitivity to the tribal subcultures of the college game power this elegy
to a beloved and endangered American institution.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

The book Fourth and Long: The Fight for the Soul of College Football can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Fourth and
Long: The Fight for the Soul of College Football? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Fourth and Long: The Fight for the Soul of College Football has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Logsdon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Fourth
and Long: The Fight for the Soul of College Football suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Fourth and Long: The Fight for the Soul of College
Footballis the main of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Clifford Harvey:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Fourth and Long: The Fight for the Soul of College
Football was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Fourth and Long: The Fight
for the Soul of College Football has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading in which.

Donna Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Fourth and Long: The Fight for the Soul of
College Football.
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