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After his remarkable eight-second ride at the 1996 Indian National Finals Rodeo, an elated American Indian
world champion bullrider from Pine Ridge, South Dakota, threw his cowboy hat in the air. Everyone in the
almost exclusively Indian audience erupted in applause. Over the course of the twentieth century, rodeos
have joined tribal fairs and powwows as events where American Indians gather to celebrate community and
equestrian competition. In Riding Buffaloes and Broncos, Allison Fuss Mellis reveals how northern Plains
Indians have used rodeo to strengthen tribal and intertribal ties and Native solidarity.

In the late nineteenth century, Indian agents outlawed most traditional Native gatherings but allowed rodeo,
which they viewed as a means to assimilate Indians into white culture. Mistakenly, they treated rodeo as
nothing more than a demonstration of ranching skills. Yet through selective adaptation, northern Plains
horsemen and audiences used rodeo to sidestep federally sanctioned acculturation. Rodeo now enabled
Indians to reinforce their commitment to the very Native values--a reverence for horses, family, community,
generosity, and competition--that federal agencies sought to destroy.

Mellis has mined archival sources and interviewed American Indian rodeo participants and spectators
throughout the northern Great Plains, Southwest, and Canada, including Crow, Northern Cheyenne, and
Lakota reservations. The book features numerous photographs of Indian rodeos from the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and maps illustrating the all-Indian rodeo circuit in the United States and Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Parks:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Riding
Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plains suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Riding Buffaloes and Broncos:
Rodeo and Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plainsis the main one of several books that will everyone
read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Gena Colgan:

Typically the book Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plains
will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Riding
Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plains is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the
book.

Willie Grajeda:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native
Traditions in the Northern Great Plains can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Gale Coachman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Riding Buffaloes and Broncos: Rodeo and Native Traditions in the Northern Great Plains.
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