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Efforts to reform the U.S. campaign finance system typically focus on the corrupting influence of large
contributions. Yet, as Raymond J. La Raja and Brian F. Schaffner argue, reforms aimed at cutting the flow of
money into politics have unintentionally favored candidates with extreme ideological agendas and,
consequently, fostered political polarization. Drawing on data from 50 states and the U.S. Congress over 20
years, La Raja and Schaffner reveal that current rules allow wealthy ideological groups and donors to
dominate the financing of political campaigns. In order to attract funding, candidates take uncompromising
positions on key issues and, if elected, take their partisan views into the legislature. As a remedy, the authors
propose that additional campaign money be channeled through party organizations-rather than directly to
candidates-because these organizations tend to be less ideological than the activists who now provide the
lion's share of money to political candidates. Shifting campaign finance to parties would ease polarization by
reducing the influence of "purist" donors with their rigid policy stances. La Raja and Schaffner conclude the
book with policy recommendations for campaign finance in the United States. They are among the few non-
libertarians who argue that less regulation, particularly for political parties, may in fact improve the
democratic process.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists Prevail.

Daniel Buch:

With other case, little people like to read book Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists
Prevail. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists Prevail. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Carla Floyd:

This Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists Prevail are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The explanation of this Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists
Prevail can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists Prevail giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carol Ratliff:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When Purists
Prevail it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-



book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.
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