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Presented here are nine tales from the celebrated Ming dynasty Sanyan collection of vernacular stories
compiled and edited by Feng Menglong (1574–1646), the most knowledgeable connoisseur of popular
literature of his time in China. The stories he collected were pivotal to the development of Chinese
vernacular fiction, and their importance in the Chinese literary canon and world literature has been compared
to that of Boccaccio’s Decameron and the stories of One Thousand and One Nights.

Peopled with scholars, emperors, ministers, generals, and a gallery of ordinary men and women in their
everyday surroundings?merchants and artisans, prostitutes and courtesans, matchmakers and fortune-tellers,
monks and nuns, servants and maids, thieves and imposters?the stories provide a vivid panorama of the
bustling world of imperial China before the end of the Ming dynasty.

The three volumes constituting the Sanyan set?Stories Old and New, Stories to Caution the World, and
Stories to Awaken the World, each containing forty tales?have been translated in their entirety by Shuhui
Yang and Yunqin Yang. The stories in this volume were selected for their popularity with American readers
and their usefulness as texts in classes on Chinese and comparative literature. These unabridged translations
include all the poetry that is scattered throughout the original stories, as well as Feng Menglong’s interlinear
and marginal comments, which point out what seventeenth-century readers of the stories were being asked to
appreciate.
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From reader reviews:

Julian Loredo:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sanyan Stories: Favorites from a
Ming Dynasty Collection book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Sanyan
Stories: Favorites from a Ming Dynasty Collection as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Albert Gilchrist:

You will get this Sanyan Stories: Favorites from a Ming Dynasty Collection by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Scott Lowe:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Sanyan Stories: Favorites from a Ming Dynasty Collection. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Rosalie Cox:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Sanyan Stories: Favorites from a Ming Dynasty
Collection to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it.
Beside that the e-book Sanyan Stories: Favorites from a Ming Dynasty Collection can to be your brand new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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