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Ranging chronologically from the twelfth to the fifteenth centuries and thematically from Latin to vernacular
literary modes, this book challenges standard assumptions about the musical cultures and philosophies of the
European Middle Ages. Engaging a wide range of premodern texts and contexts, from the musicality of
sodomy in twelfth-century polyphony to Chaucer’s representation of pedagogical violence in the Prioress’s
Tale, from early Christian writings on the music of the body to the plainchant and poetry of Hildegard of
Bingen, the author argues that medieval music was quintessentially a practice of the flesh.

The book reveals a sonorous landscape of flesh and bone, pleasure and pain, a medieval world in which
erotic desire, sexual practice, torture, flagellation, and even death itself resonated with musical significance
and meaning. In its insistence on music as an integral part of the material cultures of the Middle Ages, the
book presents a revisionist account of an important aspect of premodern European civilization that will be of
compelling interest to historians of literature, music, religion, and sexuality, as well as scholars of cultural,
gender, and queer studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

Often the book Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae:
Reading Medieval Culture) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae:
Reading Medieval Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Roberto Reyes:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae: Reading
Medieval Culture) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become
one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Music, Body, and
Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Joan Cross:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer
(Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Robert Holt:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to
Chaucer (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of



this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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