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In the years before the Civil War, many Americans saw the sea as a world apart, an often violent and insular
culture governed by its own definitions of honor and ruled by its own authorities. The truth, however, is that
legal cases that originated at sea had a tendency to come ashore and force the national government to address
questions about personal honor, dignity, the rights of labor, and the meaning and privileges of citizenship,
often for the first time. By examining how and why merchant seamen and their officers came into contact
with the law, Matthew Taylor Raffety exposes the complex relationship between brutal crimes committed at
sea and the development of a legal consciousness within both the judiciary and among seafarers in this
period.

The Republic Afloat tracks how seamen conceived of themselves as individuals and how they defined their
place within the United States. Of interest to historians of labor, law, maritime culture, and national identity
in the early republic, Raffety’s work reveals much about the ways that merchant seamen sought to articulate
the ideals of freedom and citizenship before the courts of the land—and how they helped to shape the laws of
the young republic.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Republic Afloat:
Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ralph Capra:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Republic
Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) that give your
fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Republic
Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) become your
starter.

Neil McNatt:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor,
and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) is simple to create you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gilbert Pellerin:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and
Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to
be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide The Republic Afloat:
Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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