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Here is a magnificent account of a past rich in beauty and creativity, but also in tragedy and trauma. Eminent
historian Nell Irvin Painter blends a vivid narrative based on the latest research with a wonderful array of
artwork by African American artists, works which add a new depth to our understanding of black history.
Painter offers a history written for a new generation of African Americans, stretching from life in Africa
before slavery to today's hip-hop culture. The book describes the staggering number of Africans--over ten
million--forcibly transported to the New World, most doomed to brutal servitude in Brazil and the
Caribbean. Painter looks at the free black population, numbering close to half a million by 1860 (compared
to almost four million slaves), and provides a gripping account of the horrible conditions of slavery itself.
The book examines the Civil War, revealing that it only slowly became a war to end slavery, and shows how
Reconstruction, after a promising start, was shut down by terrorism by white supremacists. Painter traces
how through the long Jim Crow decades, blacks succeeded against enormous odds, creating schools and
businesses and laying the foundations of our popular culture. We read about the glorious outburst of artistic
creativity of the Harlem Renaissance, the courageous struggles for Civil Rights in the 1960s, the rise and fall
of Black Power, the modern hip-hop movement, and two black Secretaries of State. Painter concludes that
African Americans today are wealthier and better educated, but the disadvantaged are as vulnerable as ever.
Painter deeply enriches her narrative with a series of striking works of art--more than 150 in total, most in
full color--works that profoundly engage with black history and that add a vital dimension to the story, a new
form of witness that testifies to the passion and creativity of the African-American experience.

* Among the dozens of artists featured are Romare Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Beauford Delaney, Jacob
Lawrence, and Kara Walker

* Filled with sharp portraits of important African Americans, from Olaudah Equiano (one of the first African
slaves to leave a record of his captivity) and Toussaint L'Ouverture (who led the Haitian revolution), to
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, to Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Creating
Black Americans: African American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present, you could tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.

John Casale:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Creating Black Americans: African
American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still doubt Creating Black Americans: African American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book
by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Barbara Palmer:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Creating Black Americans: African American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present will give you a
new experience in reading a book.

Shawn Hoffman:

Beside this Creating Black Americans: African American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Creating Black Americans: African American History and
Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have



book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!
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