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The art of fortification had reached a high state of development even at the dawn of history. Powerful
military works, dating from the remotest periods, have been found in Asia Minor, in Greece, and in the
basins of the Tigris, the Euphrates, and the Nile rivers. The medieval castle, with its strategic, crenellated
ramparts and aura of legend and romance, represents perhaps the most familiar form of a long-crucial art.
This concise, scholarly volume traces the history of the castle from its ancient roots in the Levant, through
Roman times and the Middle Ages, to the fanciful chateaux of the sixteenth century. Profusely illustrated
with nearly 200 photographs, floor-plan diagrams, and pen-and-ink renderings, Castles explores innovations
in castle design, siege operations, artillery, and other weapons, living conditions within the castle, and clearly
explains intriguing features of construction: moats, baileys, keeps, donjons, barbicans, double curtains,
loopholes, and many others.
In addition, noted historian and fortification expert Sidney Toy takes the reader on a detailed guided tour of
over 120 of the most famous castles and fortresses of Europe and the Middle East. Explore Caernarvon
Castle (associated with the Princes of Wales), Dover Castle, Arundel Castle, Hadrian's Wall, the Tower of
London, the famed city of Troy, and dozens of others in vivid accounts focusing on the architecture,
offensive and defensive modifications, and historical importance of each structure or site.
Castle enthusiasts, medievalists, military buffs, travelers, and anyone interested in the evolution and
development of the castle will find this meticulously researched overview an informative and absorbing
account.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Castles: Their
Construction and History (Dover Architecture)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Nancy Rush:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Castles: Their Construction and History (Dover Architecture) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Gary Lafountain:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Castles: Their
Construction and History (Dover Architecture) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Timothy Roesch:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Castles: Their Construction and History (Dover Architecture) this reserve
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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