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While slavery is often at the heart of debates over the causes of the Civil War, historians are not agreed on
precisely what aspect of slavery--with its various social, economic, political, cultural, and moral
ramifications--gave rise to the sectional rift. In Calculating the Value of the Union, James Huston integrates
economic, social, and political history to argue that the issue of property rights as it pertained to slavery was
at the center of the Civil War.

In the early years of the nineteenth century, southern slaveholders sought a national definition of property
rights that would recognize and protect their ownership of slaves. Northern interests, on the other hand,
opposed any national interpretation of property rights because of the threat slavery posed to the northern free
labor market, particularly if allowed to spread to western territories. This impasse sparked a process of
political realignment that culminated in the creation of the Republican Party, ultimately leading to the
secession crisis.

Deeply researched and carefully written, this study rebuts recent trends in antebellum historiography and
persuasively argues for a fundamentally economic interpretation of the slavery issue and the coming of the
Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Calculating the Value of
the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America)?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Steven Peterson:

This Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil
War (Civil War America) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Calculating the Value of the
Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Thomas Moss:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property
Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the
Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

William Bell:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic
Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) can make you sense more interested to read.
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