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2004 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Supreme Court's unanimous decision to end segregation in public
schools. Many people were elated when Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered Brown v. Board
of Education of Topeka in May 1954, the ruling that struck down state-sponsored racial segregation in
America's public schools. Thurgood Marshall, chief attorney for the black families that launched the
litigation, exclaimed later, "I was so happy, I was numb." The novelist Ralph Ellison wrote, "another battle
of the Civil War has been won. The rest is up to us and I'm very glad. What a wonderful world of
possibilities are unfolded for the children!"

Here, in a concise, moving narrative, Bancroft Prize-winning historian James T. Patterson takes readers
through the dramatic case and its fifty-year aftermath. A wide range of characters animates the story, from
the little-known African Americans who dared to challenge Jim Crow with lawsuits (at great personal cost);
to Thurgood Marshall, who later became a Justice himself; to Earl Warren, who shepherded a fractured
Court to a unanimous decision. Others include segregationist politicians like Governor Orval Faubus of
Arkansas; Presidents Eisenhower, Johnson, and Nixon; and controversial Supreme Court justices such as
William Rehnquist and Clarence Thomas.

Most Americans still see Brown as a triumph--but was it? Patterson shrewdly explores the provocative
questions that still swirl around the case. Could the Court--or President Eisenhower--have done more to
ensure compliance with Brown? Did the decision touch off the modern civil rights movement? How useful
are court-ordered busing and affirmative action against racial segregation? To what extent has racial mixing
affected the academic achievement of black children? Where indeed do we go from here to realize the
expectations of Marshall, Ellison, and others in 1954?
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From reader reviews:

Ruben Martin:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Brown v. Board of Education: A
Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) will make you to
become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Lilian Anderson:

This Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in
American History) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Brown v. Board
of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History)
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in
American History) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil
Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Charles Carey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled
Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Audrey Patton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly



because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in
American History) offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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