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Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian is the most ambitious photographic and ethnographic record
of Native American cultures ever produced. Published between 1907 and 1930 as a series of twenty volumes
and portfolios, the work contains more than two thousand photographs intended to document the traditional
culture of every Native American tribe west of the Mississippi. Many critics have claimed that Curtis's
images present Native peoples as a "vanishing race," hiding both their engagement with modernity and the
history of colonial violence. But in this major reappraisal of Curtis's work, Shamoon Zamir argues instead
that Curtis's photography engages meaningfully with the crisis of culture and selfhood brought on by the
dramatic transformations of Native societies. This crisis is captured profoundly, and with remarkable
empathy, in Curtis's images of the human face. Zamir also contends that we can fully understand this
achievement only if we think of Curtis's Native subjects as coauthors of his project.

This radical reassessment is presented as a series of close readings that explore the relationship of aesthetics
and ethics in photography. Zamir's richly illustrated study resituates Curtis's work in Native American
studies and in the histories of photography and visual anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Here thing why this kind of The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North
American Indian are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Gift of the Face: Portraiture
and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Gift of the Face:
Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian. It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Gift of the Face:
Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian in e-book can be your alternate.

Thelma Scott:

This The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S.
Curtis's The North American Indian in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment
right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt which?

Willard Sarvis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian.

Judi Orta:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.



Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Gift of the Face: Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian
when you desired it?
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