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Poet Rod McKuen once observed that "1939-1945 was a terrible time for the world, but it was a glorious
time for songs and fighter pilots." Anyone who was alive during World War II remembers with fondness the
music of the period. Songs such as "I'll Be Seeing You," "Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy," "It's Been A Long,
Long Time," and "Praise The Lord And Pass The Ammunition" became standards that are still around today.
But what's most amazing about the popular songs of the war years is just how many there were. World War
II was one of the most fertile periods of American popular songwriting; it was also the heyday of such "big
bands" as those of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, and Harry James, and of
vocalists such as Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Dinah Shore, Kitty Kallen, and, of course, the Andrews Sisters.
This outpouring of music included romantic ballads, rhythm numbers, dance tunes, and novelty songs, and
the war itself occasioned the writing, publishing, recording, and performance of thousands of war-inspired
songs. Professionals wrote virtually all of the wartime songs we still sing today, but thousands of other
numbers were written by inspired (or not-so-inspired) amateurs: men, women, and even children eager to
express their patriotism through lyric and melody. Although a central part of home front popular culture
during World War II, these war-related and war-inspired songs had never been systematically analyzed or
interpreted. In "The Songs That Fought The War", John Bush Jones examines hundreds of these tunes in the
context of the times. He begins with a look at the contemporary music industry and the astonishing array of
songwriters (including amateurs) prior to Pearl Harbor and during the war. Then, he turns to songs written
and popularized before Pearl Harbor, including tunes that touted isolationism and patriotism in the late
1930s, songs written by Americans about the European allies, and songs from England that became popular
in the United States. Post - Pearl Harbor tunes included songs about the draft, enlistment, army life, national
pride, and a few about wartime personalities such as FDR and MacArthur. Humorous songs about shortages,
rationing, and Victory Gardens and sentimental ballads about boys abroad missing girls back home (and vice
versa) expressed home front anxieties and efforts, not least of which was the German hit among both the
Allies and the Axis, "Lili Marlene."
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From reader reviews:

Corine Ramirez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home Front, 1939-1945.

James Stover:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the
Home Front, 1939-1945 has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Songs That Fought the War:
Popular Music and the Home Front, 1939-1945 is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship with the book The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home Front, 1939-
1945. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Christopher Jones:

This The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home Front, 1939-1945 book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home
Front, 1939-1945 without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home Front, 1939-
1945 can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home
Front, 1939-1945 having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Charles Montiel:

This book untitled The Songs That Fought the War: Popular Music and the Home Front, 1939-1945 to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from



your list.
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